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FEATURE SECTION

Integrity, quality featured at Stahl Plumbing and Heating

By Kristin Radtke

There's no paricular secret (o
the longevily of Green Lake’s
Stahl Plumbing and Heating,
In., other than simple philoso-
phies that relate 1w a =olid foun-
dation of integrity.

For fifteen years, the business
at M6270 Depot Koad has pnded
themselvies on providing services
o their customers based on cour-
tesy, professionalism, and hard
work.

Owners Steve and Barb Srahl
had lived in Oshkosh before set-
thing in Green Lake, With some
plumbing expenence gained
from working on apartment
buildings, Steve started his ap-
prenticeship with Chiflf Bryden of
Ripon's Bryden Plumbing and
Heating.

After three years there, he fin-
ished his five-year apprentice-
ship with Green Lake resident
Frank Tomaszewski, who he was
also employed with for three
vears. Additionally, Steve
worked briefly for Atomic
Plumbing of Ripon before stan-
ing his own business.

In its 1991 infancy, Stahl
Plumbing and Heating, Inc. was
based out of the conple’s honse,
with materials stored in their fwo-
CAr BArage.

It didn't take long before they
realized they'd need some addi-
tional space,

Steve had worked for Joe
Mortom, wihose boat-building op-
eration was across the road from
the former Wisconsin Central
Lumber Company on Depot
Road.

When the lumberyard becume
gwailable, ithe Siahls jumped at
the chamnce to purchase thie buoild-
ings in the historic part of Green
Lake once known as “Lower
Town.”

“We saw that it was a good
Hime Lo start 3 business in Green
Lake,” Steve reflected. “And it

was something that Barb and 1
could do together.”

The additional space also goave
the couple an epportunity (O open
a showroom, something that no
similar local business had at the

time. :
In the showroom, it's Steve and
office  manasger Heather

Armetrong whio Il meet with cus-
tarmers, helping them pick oul the
fixtures that will complement
both their home and their budget.

“It"s a lod of fun.” Heather said
of the process that transforms
bathrooms into showpieces
complementing the individuality
of the homeowner,

The showroom features Kohler
ks, sinks, and walets and other
top-of-the-line products such as
Eohl, Sigma, and White House,
as well as easily-recognizable
brands including Delia, Moen,
and American Standard,

From new construction, re-
modeling, and repairs, to water
heaters, water softeners, boilers,
and hot water heat, Stahl’s staff
of four have a combined 11al of
48 years of expenence.,

O of their plumbers special-
izes in larger construction and
remiodeling, Two other plumbers,
as well as Steve, provide exper-
tise in service calls and smaller
remodeling projects.

"“We've been extremely lucky
over the years,” Steve reflected.
"We've been very forfumate to
have excellent employees.”

Steve said the company thinks
50 highly of their employees,
l,ht:,r'r: treated like members of
ithe Family.

In fact, some of those ermploy-
ges are Tamily, Journeyman Luke
Ladwig and apprentice Jake
Ladwig are brothers.

Jake's apprenticeship marks
the third one Steve’s had, in ad-
dition 1o Luke’s. His first was onc
that made him especially proad,

The couple’s son, Chris, started
his carcer with the family bus
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CREATING THE PERFECT BATHROOM is easy, with as-
sigtance from the professionals at Green Lake's Stahl

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
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THE STAFF AT Stahl Plumbing and Heating, Inc, includes
(L-R) office manager Heather Armstrong, plumber Will Van
Rossum, apprentice Jake Ladwig, owner Steve Stahl, and

plumber Luke Ladwig.

ness by training with his father.
These days, he's one of the top
poumisymian in the service depart-
ment at Madison's Benjamin
Plumbing, continuing as the sec-
ond generation of family mem-
bers in the trade.

“I's important o take on {an}
apprentice so the indosiry keeps
poing.” said Steve. “In Wiscon-
sin, there's a shortage of plumb-
ers. We believe in the apprentice-
ship program.”

Preferring quality over quan-
tity, Steve said the company likes
o focus on covering a smaller
geographic area, which includes
Green Lake, Princeton, Berdin,
and Ripon.

“We'd rather wy 1w find more

work 1 a smaller area than ex-
pand,” he explained.

Customers alsoenjoy the infor-
mal amd welcoming office envi-
ronment that Stahl strives (o
maintain. Both Steve and
Heather regularly bring pooches
lzzy and Fuby along to work in
their unofficial capacities as ca-
nine greeling commities.

Likewise, Stahl Plumbing and
Heating, Inc. believes in getting
around. The company’s Dodge
Sprinter van was featured in the
October 2005 1ssue of Plambing
and Meckanic magazine, a na-
tional trade publication,

“They're very popular in Eu-
rope, and they re just staring 0o
catch on here (in America),”

Steve soid of the van with its no-
ticeable modular style and Mashy
siche graphics relating to the busi-
TCSS,

Office hours at S1ahl Plumb-
ing and Heating, In¢, are 8 am,
until 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday, with Sawrdays by ap-
poaniment.

Far a shawroom or service ap-
poiniment, phone (9203 294-
3532

Currently in progress, thewr
wehsite has an anticipated
completion date of mid-200k,
and may be accessed at
wiww.stahlplumb.com
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THE WIDE ARRAY of
sinks available at Stahl
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
allow customers to EXpress
their individual style when
designing a new look for
their bathroom.
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LOCATED AT N6270 Depot Road in Green Lake, Stahl Plumbing and Heating, Inc. fea-
tures a showroom which showcases high-quality sinks, tubs, and fixtures.



